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COLD OPEN

INT. DIA FACILITY —HUGO S QUARTERS — NI GHT

Hugo sits on his bunk. A |l aptop open on the desk —Raya's
| aptop, left behind after a visit. The screen has tined
out but the session hasn't |ocked. A notification badge on
a mnimzed window. an ermail from M KEYES, subject |ine
"PROVETHEUS — Sanpl e Set 14 Anal ysis."

SUPER: DI A FACILITY, VIRG N A —JANUARY 2025

Hugo | ooks at the | aptop. He | ooks at the door. He | ooks
at the | aptop.

He opens the email.

The emai|l is technical —data tables, gene expression
matri ces, cascade timng analysis. But the header tells
Hugo everything he needs to know

PROVETHEUS Pr ogr am — Physi ol ogi cal Research On Modifi ed
Enhancenent Through Heritabl e Upgrades to Sol dier
Ef f ecti veness

Sanpl e Source: DANNER, H —Medical Mnitor Collection
(Dr. R Patel)

Hugo reads. The clinical |anguage describes what he

al ready suspected: his blood, his tissue, his
stress-response data —all of it flowing from Raya's

medi cal exans to a programat Fort Detrick that is trying
to replicate him H s body is a tenplate. H s nedica
monitor is the conduit. The woman he |l oves is the

pi pel i ne.

He closes the | aptop. He does not slamit. He does not
break it. He closes it with the precise, calibrated care
of a man containing a detonation

He sits in the dark. The calibration holds. But barely.

> TI TLE CARD: CALI BRATI ON



ACT ONE

INT. DIA FACILITY —LYLE S OFFI CE — DAY

Lyle's office is sparse: a desk, two chairs, a w ndow
facing the nmountains, a flag. No personal itens. The
of fice of a woman who exists entirely within her function

Hugo enters w t hout knocking. Lyle |ooks up. She reads his
face —the control |l ed bl ankness that is nore dangerous
t han vi si bl e rage.

HUGO
PROVETHEUS.

Lyl e sets down her pen. She does not feign ignorance. She
has prepared for this conversation the way she prepares
for everything: conpletely.

LYLE
Sit down.

HUGO
"1l stand.

LYLE

Then stand. What do you want to know?

HUGO
Everything. Start with what's in

Bui |l ding 568 at Fort Detrick.

Lyl e studies him She cal cul ates: deny, deflect, or
di scl ose. She chooses di sclosure —controlled, partial,
the institutional version of truth.

LYLE
PROVETHEUS i s a DI A- DARPA j oi nt

program Fourteen researchers. Three
years of funding. The objective is to
replicate the Danner nodification in
vi abl e enbryos.

HUGO
Usi ng nmy dat a.



LYLE
Usi ng every data source avail abl e.

Your father's journals. Published
research. And yes —your nedi cal data,
col | ected under the nonitoring
program

HUGO
Raya.

LYLE
Dr. Patel was assigned as your nedica

monitor with instructions to collect
conpr ehensi ve bi ol ogi cal data. She's
been feedi ng sanples and analysis to
Dr. Keyes at Fort Detrick since her
assi gnment began.

Hugo absorbs this. The word "assigned" —not

"vol unteered,” not "chose to participate." Assigned. Raya
was a tool. Like Hugo. Like the data. Like everything in
Lyl e's architecture.

HUGO
Did she know? From t he begi nni ng?

LYLE
She was briefed on the program before

she nmet you

The sentence lands |i ke a physical blow Hugo' s jaw
tightens. A nmuscle in his forearmtw tches —the
i nvoluntary signature of calibration under extreme stress.

HUGO
You recruited ne to study ne. The

depl oynents, the m ssions, the
operational purpose —all of it was a
container. Sonmething to keep ne
conpliant while you harvested data.

LYLE
The depl oynents were real. The

m ssi ons saved lives. Your operational
contribution has been extraordinary.



HUGO
And conveni ent. Because operati onal

stress produces the data you need —
full -out put biomarkers, cascade
behavi or under maxi mum | oad.

Lyl e does not deny this.

HUGO ( CONT' D)
The enbryos. How nmany?

LYLE
Twel ve. Modified with an i nconpl ete

cascade. Four survived initial
nmodi ficati on. Those four are at
si xt een weeks.

HUGO
Are they viable?

LYLE
No. The cascade is degrading. Wthout

the conpl ete protocol —

HUGO
They' re dyi ng.

LYLE
They' re deteriorating.

HUGO
They're dying. Say it.

Beat .

LYLE
They' re dyi ng.

Hugo wal ks to the wi ndow. He | ooks at the nobuntains —the
Bl ue Ridge, green and ancient, indifferent to what happens
in the buil dings bel ow.

HUGO
These are people. They didn't consent
to this. Neither did |

LYLE



They're enbryos. Pre-viability. The
research paraneters —

HUGO
Stop. Don't give ne paraneters. Don't

give ne funding justifications or
national security |anguage. Four
things are dying in a |ab because you
couldn't replicate sonething nmy father
did in a garage, so you studied ne
like a lab animal and fed ny data to a
program | didn't know exi sted.

He turns fromthe w ndow.

HUGO ( CONT' D)
| want to see them

LYLE
That's not —

HUGO
| want to see them O | wal k through

every wall between here and Fort
Detri ck.

Lyl e considers this. She considers the man in front of her
— 265 pounds of fourteen-gene nodification, calibrated
rage, and the capability to do exactly what he's

t hreat eni ng. She picks up the phone.

LYLE
Prepare a transport. Buil ding 568.

Ful | access.

I NT. FORT DETRI CK —BUI LDI NG 568 — EMBRYO LABORATORY — DAY

Hugo stands at the observation wi ndow. Below the four
artificial wonbs. The enbryos float in amiotic fluid,
connected to nonitoring systens, the blue Iight giving the
roomthe atnosphere of an aquarium

The nonitors show the deterioration: declining cardiac
function, connective tissue failure, the inconplete
cascade consum ng what it built. Four organisnms enhanced



with thirteen of fourteen targets, the m ssing target
creating a cascading failure that will end in death.

Hugo watches. His face is still. H's hands rest at his
si des. He does not touch the gl ass.

KEYES st ands behind him The scientist watches the sol dier
wat ch t he experi nent.

KEYES
We've tried everything. The individual

edits are clean. The cascade doesn't
hold. The thirteenth target
destabilizes without the fourteenth,
and the fourteenth is one of the gaps
in your father's journal.

HUGO
My father left those gaps

del i berately.

KEYES
| know.

HUGO
He knew sonmeone would try this. He

desi gned the failure.

KEYES
If he did, it was effective. W' ve

spent three years and $183 nillion
failing exactly the way he predicted.

Hugo | ooks at Keyes. The scientist is not a villain. He is
a good scientist —conpetent, thorough, dedicated —who
has spent three years trying to replicate the work of a
geni us and di scovering that conpetence is not enough. The
expression on Keyes's face is not anbition. It is
exhausti on.

HUGO
How | ong do they have?

KEYES



At the current rate of deterioration?
Weeks. Maybe a nonth

HUGO
WIIl they suffer?

KEYES
They' re pre-consci ous. Neural

devel opnent hasn't —

HUGO
WIIl they suffer?

KEYES

(quietly)
| don't know.

Hugo | ooks at the enmbryos one nore tinme. Four |ives that
exi st because of what he is —because the institution that
recruited himdecided that one Hugo Danner was not enough,
that the solution to the problemof a man they coul dn't
control was to make nore nen they coul d.

He turns and wal ks out.

ACT TWO

I NT. DIA FACILITY —RAYA' S QUARTERS — NI GHT

Raya sits at her desk. Her phone is in her hand. On the
screen: a contact | abel ed SARAH COLLINS —a journalist at
t he Washi ngton Post. Raya has been staring at this contact
for ten m nutes.

She di al s.
SARAH (V. Q)
Hel | 0?
RAYA
Sarah. It's Raya Patel. | need to talk

to you about sonething. Of the record
first.

SARAH (V. O.)



Raya, it's been —what, five years?
What's goi ng on?

RAYA
| have informati on about a classified

governnent program GCenetic
nodi fi cati on of human enbryos. A joint
DI A- DARPA operation. Unauthorized
human experinmentation

Silence on the line.

SARAH (V. Q)
Raya, where are you calling fronf
RAYA
A governnent facility. | know the cal
is —
The line clicks. Dead.
Raya stares at the phone. The call lasted twenty-three

seconds. Enough for the nonitoring systemto flag, route,
and term nate.

She puts the phone down. She knows what conmes next: the
knock on the door, the debrief, the consequences of a
scientist who tried to becone a whistleblower on a
classified programfrominside a classified facility.

The knock cones in ninety seconds. Two SECURI TY OFFI CERS
enter. They are polite. They are firm They escort Raya
out of her quarters and down a corridor she has not wal ked
before —the adm nistrative w ng where people go when they
are no | onger trusted.

I NT. DIA FACILITY —RAYA' S QUARTERS —LATER THAT NI GHT

Hugo enters. The roomis enpty —Raya's personal itens are
unt ouched, but Raya is not here. On the desk: her |aptop.
Open. The screen shows a PROVETHEUS file directory —
folders | abel ed by date, by sanple type, by analysis
category. Hugo's nane appears on every fol der

Hugo sits at the desk. He reads.



The files tell the conplete story: every blood draw, every
ti ssue sanple, every stress test, every fitness assessnent
—all of it catal oged, analyzed, and transmtted to Fort
Detrick. Raya's notes acconpany each data set. The notes
are clinical, thorough, precise. They are also the work of
a woman who was doing two things at once: caring for a
patient and harvesting him

Hugo finds a fol der | abel ed PERSONAL NOTES — NON- PROGRAM
He opens it.

The notes are not clinical. They are dated journal
entries. Hugo reads:

"May 14 —He asked ne how it feels. No one has ever asked
himthat. The isolation is not netaphorical. He is
fundamental ly alone in a way that no psychol ogi ca
framewor k can address, because the framework assunes a
human basel i ne, and Hugo is not baseline. He is sonething
el se. And that sonething else is kind."

"July 3 —I sent the full-output data to Keyes today. The
data is extraordinary. The man who produced it is
extraordinary. | cannot reconcile what |'m doing —

studying him reporting on him feeding his biology to a
programthat wants to copy him—wth what | feel when he
| ooks at ne and trusts ne. The trust is the worst part.
Not because it's false. Because it's real, and I'm
exploiting it."

"Septenmber 22 —1 love him | know this now. | also know
that the data |I've collected has gi ven PROVETHEUS its best
chance of conpleting the cascade. My | ove and ny betrayal
are simultaneous. | don't know how to stop either one."

Hugo cl oses the laptop. He sits in the dark room

The silence is the silence of a nan processing two

si mul taneous truths: the wonan he | oves was spying on him
and the woman who was spying on himloved himwhile she
didit.

I NT. DIA FACILITY —HOLDI NG ROOM — NI GHT



Raya sits in a window ess room A table, two chairs, the
fl uorescent aesthetic of institutional consequence. She
has been here for three hours.

The door opens. Hugo enters.

Raya | ooks at him She knows. His face tells her
everything —the laptop, the files, the journal entries.
He has read it all.

HUGO
You knew. From the begi nning, you
knew.

RAYA
Yes.

HUGO

You were assigned to ne. The nedical
nmonitoring was a cover. You were
collecting data for PROVETHEUS.

RAYA
Yes.

HUGO
Every bl ood draw. Every exam Every

guestion about how it feels —all of
it feeding into a programthat is
trying to nake nore of ne.

RAYA
Yes.

The nonosyl | abl es are not defiance. They are the
stri pped-bare honesty of a woman who has lost the ability
to justify.

HUGO
Why ?
RAYA
| was briefed. | was assigned. |

believed the research was inportant. |
bel i eved t hat understandi ng your
nodi fication could lead to —



HUGO
Could lead to what? Twel ve enbryos in

t anks? Four of them dying?

RAYA
| didn't know about the enbryos when

started. VWhen | found out —

HUGO
When you found out, you kept sending
dat a.
RAYA
Yes.
HUGO
Wy ?
RAYA

Because | thought | could —because |
believed that if | stayed close, if |
kept nonitoring, | could influence the
program frominsi de. Redirect the
research toward understandi ng, not
replication. Toward —

HUGO
Toward what ?

RAYA
(the conposure breaking)
Toward protecting you. | thought if |

was the one collecting the data, |
could control what they received. |
could —

HUGO
Could what? Fix it? Fix ne?

The question | ands. Raya's face crunbl es —not
dramatically, not cinematically. The quiet collapse of a
woman who has been hol ding two irreconcilable truths and
has just been asked to choose between them

RAYA



| love you. That's not —t hat

t he assi gnnent.

HUGO
| know.

RAYA
| tried to leak it. Tonight.

a journalist. They cut the |
going to —

HUGO
| know.

He stands. He | ooks at her.
The calibration is holding —the consci
nodul ati on that defines every physical

could kill her with a carel ess gesture.
table, the chairs, the walls,

wasn' t

That's not what they —

| called
ne. | was

Hi s hands are at his sides.

ous, effortful
act of his life. He
He coul d break the

the building. H s body wants

to destroy sonething. H s body al ways wants to destroy

sonet hi ng.
He does not.

HUGO ( CONT' D)

| don't know how to forgive this.

RAYA
| "' m not asking you to.

HUGO
|"mnot saying | won't.

don't know how.

Opens it.

HUGO ( CONT' D)
entries.

He wal ks to the door.

The j our nal

notes. Were those real ?
RAYA

Everyt hi ng was real

| ove. Bot h.

Hugo | eaves. The door cl oses.
fluorescent buzzes.

Pauses.

Raya sits al one.

" m saying |

The personal

The data and the

The



ACT THREE

INT. DIA FACILITY —LYLE S OFFI CE — DAY

Hugo enters. Lyle is at her desk. Two ARMVED GUARDS st and
out si de the door —not to stop Hugo, which they couldn't,
but to signal institutional authority.

HUGO
| " m | eavi ng.

LYLE
You're a mlitary asset under

cl assified operational assignnent. You
can't | eave.

HUGO
|"ma person. | can |eave any buil ding
on Earth.

LYLE

And go where? Back to oil rigs? Pear
di vi ng? You' ve been inside a

cl assified programfor eighteen

nmont hs. You' ve seen Fort Detrick. You
know about PROVETHEUS. The
institutional response to that

know edge i s contai nnent. Not because
we want to —because there is no
alternative.

HUGO
There's always an alternative.

LYLE
Not for what you are. You' re the nost

danger ous human being alive. You're
al so the nost val uabl e. The program
exi sts because what your father
created cannot be allowed to die with
you. The nodification is the nost
significant biological achievenent in
human history. It belongs to —

HUGO



To who? To you? To the DI A? To
fourteen researchers in a repurposed
| ab who can't replicate it?

LYLE
To humanity. Your father gave you

sonething that could elimnate

di sease, extend |ife, enhance human
capability beyond anything evol ution
produced. And you want to —what ? Wl k
away? Hide in the nountains? Let the
nost i nmportant advance in human

bi ol ogy di e because your feelings were
hurt?

The argunent is powerful because Lyle believes it.

Genui nely, conpletely, with the noral certainty of a woman
whose father di ed because human bodies are fragile, who
has spent her career building toward the nonment when human
bodi es don't have to be.

HUGO
My father's "advance" was injecting a

pregnant worman w t hout her consent.
Your programis growi ng enbryos in
tanks that are dying because you can't
replicate what he did. The history of
this nodification is a history of
violation —my nother's, mne, and now
twel ve organi sms who never asked to

exi st.

LYLE
Progress requires —

HUGO
Don't. Don't finish that sentence.

|"ve heard every version of it. My
father said it differently, but it was
t he sane sentence.

He wal ks to the door.

LYLE



If you leave this facility, | wll
have you cont ai ned.

HUGO
(wi thout turning)
You can try.

I NT. DIA FACILITY —REI NFORCED HOLDI NG CELL — NI GHT

A cell. Not a standard mlitary brig —this roomwas built
for Hugo. Reinforced concrete walls, two feet thick. Stee
door, six inches. No window. A cot, atoilet, a
fluorescent that never turns off.

Hugo sits on the cot. He is calm The cell is the
cali bration netaphor nmade literal: he is contai ned. But
the cell is designed for normal nmen. The walls that

represent absolute containnment to any other human bei ng
are, to Hugo, drywall.

He could | eave at any tine. The walls, the door, the
facility —none of it can hold him The only thing holding
Hugo in this cell is his decision to be held. And that
decision is tenporary.

CLOSE ON HUGO S HANDS. They rest on his knees. Still.
Enor nous. The hands that broke cabinets and spines and
fortified walls, resting with the deliberate stillness of
a man who is choosing —for now —to be contai ned.

He | ooks at the ceiling. The fluorescent huns.

HUGO
(to hinself)
Not yet.

HCOLD. The cell. The light. The man. The choi ce.
> SMASH CUT TO BLACK
> NEXT: "ESCAPE"

> END OF EPI SCDE



